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1370.        TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE   GEN-
ERAL MEETING OF THE GARRICK CLUB
10 JULY 1858 5I

Hitherto unpublished.

Friday

Garrick Club.   July 9. 1858.

To the Chairman of the General Meeting convoked for Saturday
July 10.

Sir

The debate, as between me and the writer of the newspaper-
article w^ has given me offence, is over. I have expressed my
opinion of his conduct in terms of at least no cfeigned bonhommie'.
He has replied. The natural consequences have ensued, & our
little Society has been plunged for weeks past in a turmoil, in w^
I regret sincerely I should have had any part.

Holding that no gentleman will be safe or intercourse possible
if this practise of commenting upon motives or conversations be
continued, I submitted my case to the Committee of the G. C.
asking protection not only for myself but the whole society. I
accept and am thankful for the Committee's opinion $ and of
course it is not I who appeal from their decision.

I presume the effect of tomorrows meeting will be to confirm
or to reverse that sentence. In the latter case, it may be that the
next gentleman attacked will be more patient than I have been 5
and, for the sake of a quiet life, will suffer, without complaint
or protest, indignities put upon him, hints thrown out against
his honor and sincerity, & liberties taken with his name. When
mine, unfortunately for me, was selected for comment, more than
one of my friends advised me to say nothing. My duty, perhaps
my temper, caused me to follow a different course: but I shall
grieve sincerely if my indignation at the injury w^ I conceive has

51 This letter was never sent, probably because Thackeray felt that any move
toward self-justification would weaken his position.